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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CENTRAL FAX eEHTiPi 

OCT 1 7 2005 



APPELLANT: ROBERT D. HAYES, ET AL. 

SERIAL NUMBER: 09/711,777 

FILED : November 9, 2000 

FOR: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 

DYNAMICALLY PROVIDING 
MATERIALS AND TECHNOLOGY 
INFORMATION 



Before the 
Board of 
Appeals 



Appeal No. 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

CORRECTED APPEAL BRIEF 

This Corrected Appeal Brief is submitted in response to a Notice of Non- 
Compliant Appeal Brief mailed on September 15, 2005. 

THE REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest in this appeal is International Busings Machines, Inc. 
Ownership by International Business Machines, Inc. is established by assignment 
docxunent recorded for this application on November 9, 2000 on Reel 01 1683, Frame 
0394. 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

Appellant knows of no related patent plications or patents vmder appeal or 
interference proceeding. 
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Claims 6» 19, 24, 25, 53, 66, 71 and 72 have been cancelled. Claims 84 and 85 
have been added. Claims 1-5, 7-18. 20-23. 26-52, 54-65, 67-70 and 73-85 stand rejected. 
The rejections of claims 1-5, 7-18, 20-23, 26-52^ 54-65, 67-70 and 73-85 are herein 
appealed. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

There have been no amendments filed subsequent to receipt of the final office 

action. 

SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

A concise explanation of the subject matter defined in each of the independent 
claims 1, 17, 26, 37, 48, 64, 73, 84 and 85 involved in the appeal is provided below: 
Claim 1 

Claim 1 recites "[a] method for facilitating product development and procurement 
fiinctions in a communications network environment." 

The method comprising '^receiving a request from a first enterprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system," Referring to Figures 1 and 
8, first enterprise system 150 contacts a second enterprise system 102 (page 1 1, lines 17- 
20), 



The method further comprising "said second enterprise system authenticating a user 
ID and password of a user of said first enterprise system," (Figures 1 and 8; page 11, lines 
22-23). 

The method further comprising 'ta response to receiving a request to complete a 
survey, providing the first enterprise system with access to a survey form stored in a database 

YOR920a00503XJSl 

127-0006 9 



PACE 4146* RCVD AT 10/17/2005 10:32:34 AM [Eastern Daylight Time]* SVR;USPTO-EFXRF-6/26* DNlS:27383flO^ CSID:8602860115 * DURATION (mm-ss):10-fl6 



Oct 17 2005 10:29RM CRMTOR COLBURM LLP 



8G028G0115 



that is replicated at the second enterprise system.'* (Figures 1 and 8; page 1 1 , lines 7-17 and 
lines 23-26). 

The method further comprising •^receiving response data solicited in the survey 
fomi." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 1 1-14), 

The method further comprising 'Hipdating a database at the second enterprise system 
with the response data, the updating including storing the response data in one of a draft 
mode and a final mode designated by die first enterprise system." (Figure 8; page 12, line 26- 
page 13, line3). 

The method further comprising "wherein said second enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities." (Figure 1 ; page 4, lines 21-23). 

Claim 17 

Claim 17 recites "[a] method for facilitating product development and 
procurement functions in a communications network environment." 

The method comprising •'receiving a notification by a remote user of a second 
enterprise system, said notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the 
notification generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier 
survey; wherein the designator is assigned by a furst enterprise system." (Figures I and 9; 
page 15, linos 1-4; page 6, lines 6-9; page 12, line 26-page 13, line 8). 

The method fiirther comprising •'receiving a request to access a replicated database 
associated with said second enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier 
survey." (Figure 1; page 5, lines 12-14). 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user" (Figure 1; page 6, lines 6-27) 
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The method further comprising '"providing access to said replicated database" and 
"displaying said sxlpplier survey," (Figures 1 and9;page6, lines 6-27;page 14,line3 14-16). 

The method fiorther comprising "evaluating supplier input entered into ttie supplier 
survey." (Figure 9; page 13, lines 23-28). 

The method further comprising "providing evaluation results into a remote device 
operated by said remote user" and "storing said data." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method further comprising 'Svherein said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities." (Figures 1 and 9). 

Claim 26 

Claim 26 recites "[a] method for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a communications network environment," 

Tht method comprising 'Veceiving a request to access a database associated with an 
enterprise system by a remote user." (Figure l;page6, lines 25-27; page 7, lines 12-16, Unes 
18-22; lines 26-29). 

The method further comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (page 7, lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising *'repiicating said database to a second database of said 
enterprise system." (page 7, lines 18-30), 

The method further comprising •'providing access to said second database," (page 7, 
lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising •'receiving a request for a technology menu, said 
menu comprising at least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25). 
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The method further comprising "transmitting said technology menu via said 
network." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines l7-25)» 

The method further comprising "receiving a request for a display of technology sub- 
types from said at least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; 25-29). 

The method further comprising "receiving said display via said network wherein said 
technology sub-types include at least one technology family." (Figures 3-5; page 9. lines 12- 
16). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request for data corresponding to said at 
least one technology family." (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method ftoher comprising "transmitting said data corresponding to said at least 
one technology family; wherein said data includes at least one technology supplier," (Figures 
3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising *Vherein fiirther, said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
functions." (Figures 1 and 3). 

aaim37 

Claim 37 recites "[a] system for facilitating product development and procurement 
functions in a network environment,** 

The system comprising "a host system including a web server, an applications server, 
and a database server." Referring to Figure 1, a host system 110 includes a web server 104, 
an applications server 106, and a database server 108. 

The system further comprising "a first data storage device in communication with 
said host system." Data stomge device 1 18 is included in the system of Figure 1 . 

YOR920000503US1 
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The system further comprising "a second data storage device in communication with 
said host system." Data storage device 120 is included in the system of Figure 1- 

The system further comprising "a development toolkit network application being 
executed by said host system." (Figure 1 ; page 4, lines 21-23). 

The system further comprising "a firewall in communication with said host sj^tem." 
Figure 1 shows a firewall 122 m communication with the host system 1 10. 

The system further comprising "a workstation." Figure 1 shows a workstation 1 14. 

The system further comprising "a computer network connecting the host system to 
the workstation." Figure 1 shows a LAN 112 connecting the host system 110 to the 
workstation 1 14. 

The system fiirther co5^iprising * Vherem the development toolkit network application 
performs: 

in response to receiving a request from the workstation to complete a survey, 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system." (Figures 
1 and 8; page 11, lines 7-17 and lines 23-26). 

The development toolkit network application fiarther performing "receiving response 
data solicited in the survey form." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 11-14). 

The developmwt toolkit network application further performing '^ipdating the second 
database with the response data, the updating including storing the response data in one of a 
draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system.'* (Figure 8; page 12, 
line 26-page 13, line3). 

Claim 48 

Claim 48 recites "[a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
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program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
coznmunicatlon^ network environment, including a first enterprise system and a second 
enterprise system, the storage medium including instructions for causing said second 
enterprise system to implement a method," 

The method comprising '"receiving a request from a first enterprise systean to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system." Referring to Figures 1 and 
8, first enterprise system 1 50 contacts a second enterprise system 102 (page 1 1, lines 17- 
20). 

The method further comprising ''said second entezpdse system authenticating a user 
ID and password of a user of said first enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 8; page 11« lines 
22-23). 

The method fiirther comprising **in response to receiving a request to complete a 
survey, providing the first enterprise system with access to a survey form stored in a database 
that is replicated at tiie second enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 8; page 11, lines 7-17 and 
Unes 23-26). 

The method fiirther comprising "receiving response data solicited in the survey 
fomi." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 11-14). 

The method fiirther comprishig **updating a database at the second enterprise system 
with the response data^ the updating including storing the response data in one of a draft 
mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise system." (Figure 8 ; page 12, line 26- 
page 13, hne3). 

The method fiuther comprising *Vherein said second enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
activities." (Figure 1; page 4, lines 21-23). 
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Claim 64 

Claim 64 recites "[a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment^ the storage medium including instructions for 
causing an enterprise system to implement a method." 

The method comprising "receiving a notification by a remote user of a second 
enterprise system, said notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the 
notification generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier 
survey; wherein the designator is assigned hy a furst enterprise system." (Figures 1 and 9; 
page 15, lines 1-4; page 6, lines 6-9; page 12, line 26-page 13, hne 8). 

The method further comprising ''receiving a request to access a replicated database 
associated with said second enterprise system^ said replicated database storing said supplier 
survey." (Figure 1; page 5, lines 12-14)* 

The method fiirther comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (Figure 1 ; page 6, lines 6-27) 

The method further comprising 'providing access to said replicated database" and 
"displaying said supplier survey." (Figures 1 and 9; page 6, lines 6-27; page 14, lines 14-16). 

The method further comprising "evaluating supplier input entered into the supplier 
survey." (Figure 9; page 13, lines 23-28). 

The method further comprising •'providing evaluation results into a remote device 
operated by said remote user"* and "storing said data/' (Figure 9; page 14, Unes 14-16). 

The method further comprising *Vherein said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procuramrait 
activities." (Figures 1 and 9). 
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Claim 73 

Claim 73 recites **[a] storage medium encoded with machin^readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
coramtmications network environment, including a first enterprise system and a second 
enterprise systen^i, the stora^ medium including instructions for causing said second 
enterprise system to implement a method." 

The method comprising '^receiving a request to access a database associated with an 
enterprise system by a remote user," (Figure 1 ; page 6, lines 25-27; page 7, Imes 12-16, lines 
18-22; lines 26-29). 

The method fiirttier comprising "authenticating a user ID and a password of said 
remote user." (page 7, lines 18-30), 

The method fiirthcr comprising "replicating said database to a second database of said 
enterprise system." (page 7, lines 18-30), 

The method further comprising '*providing access to said second datahase." (page 7, 
lines 18-30). 

The method further comprising '^receiving a request for a technology menu, said 
menu comprising at least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25). 

The method further comprising ^transmitting said technology menu via said 
network." (Figures 3-4; page 8, lines 17-25). 

The method further comprising "receiving a request for a display of technology sub- 
types bom said at least one technology type." (Figures 3-4; 25-29). 

The method further comprising "receiving said display via said network wherein said 
technology sub-types mclude at least one technology family/' (Figures 3-5; page 9, lines 12- 
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16), 

The method further comprising '^receiving a request for data corresponding to said at 
least one technology family/* (J'igures 3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising ^'transmitting said data corresponding to said at least 
one technology familj^ wherein said data includes at least one technology supplier." (Figures 
3-5; page 9, lines 12-16). 

The method further comprising *Svherein further, said enterprise system includes a 
development toolkit network tool for executing product development and procurement 
functions." (Figures I and 3). 

Claim 84 

Claim 84 recites "[a] method for fecilitating product development and procurement 
functLons in a coinmimications network environment." 

The method comprising '^receiving product data and technical information from a 
plurality of supplier entities via a supplier survey database, the sx^plier survey database 
replicated for each of the plurality of supplier entities." (Figures 1, 8 and 9; page 12, line 5- 
page 14» line 14). 

The method further comprising "associating the product data and technology 
information with a procurement specialist and providing the procurement speciaUst with 
access to the product data and technical information for analysis." (Figures 8 and 9; page 13, 
line 29-page 14. line 4) 

The method further comprising "receiving results of the analysis from the 
procurement specialist, the results including preferred technology recommendations and 
preferred supplier recommendations " (Figure 9; page 14, lines 16-28). 

The method further comprising '*integrating the product development and technical 

YOR520000503US1 
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information with the results and with a ports repository resulting in a technical roadmap 
guide." (Figure 9; page 14» line 29-page 15, line 24), 

The method fUrfheEf comprising '*providing a development engineer with access to the 
technical roadmap guide." (page 8, hues 3-12 and lines 25-29). 

Claim 85 

Claim 85 recites "[a] storage medium encoded with machine-readable pro gram code 
for facihtating product development and procurement functions in a communications 
network environment, the program code including instructions for causing a host system to 
implement a method*" 

The method comprising **rec€iving product data and technical information ftom a 
plurality of supplier entities via a siqjplier survey database^ the suppher survey database 
repUcated for each of the plurality of suppUer entities/' (Figures 1, 8 and 9; page 12, line 5- 
page 14, line 14). 

The method further comprising "associating the product data and technology 
information with a procurement specialist and providing the procurement specialist with 
access to the product data and technical information for analysis." (Figures 8 and 9; page 13. 
line 29-page 14j line 4) 

The method fiirther comprising "receiving results of the analysis ftom the 
procurement specialist, the results including preferred technology recommendations and 
preferred supplier recommendations." (Figure 9; page 14, lines 16-28). 

The method further comprising "integrating the product development and technical 
information with the results and with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap 
guide." (Figure 9; page 14, line 29-page 15, line 24). 

The method flirther comprising ''providing a development engineer with access to the 
technical roadmap guide." (page 8, lines 3-12 and lines 25-29). 
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GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

Claims 1-5, 7-14. 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36, 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 73-85 
have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock et al. 
The rejection of claims 1-5; 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36, 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 
73-85 as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock et al. is to be reviewed on appeal. 

Claims 15, 1 8, 37, 62, 65 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
allegedly unpatentable over Aycock et aL The rejection of claims 15, 18, 37, 62, 65 as 
being allegedly \mpatentable over Aycock et al. is to be reviewed on appeal 

ARQUMEIST 

Relectlon of Claims 1-S, 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36. 38-52, 54^61, 63. 64, 67-70 and 73- 

Claims 1-5, 7-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 26-36. 38-52, 54-61, 63, 64, 67-70 and 73-85 
have been rejected under 35 US.C 102(b) as being allegedly anticipated by Aycock et al. 

The Examiner states with respect to claim 1, that Aycock et al. disclose a method 
for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a communications 
network eavironment, comprising receiving a request from a first enterprise system to 
contact a web site maintained by a second enterprise system, said second enterprise 
system authenticating a user ID and password of a user of said first enterprise system. In 
support, the Examiner sites col 3, Line 62-col. 4. line 2; col. 10, lines 17-42 and 49-67; 
col. 1 1, lines 1-9; Figure 2. The Examiner further states that Aycock et al. disclose "in 
response to receiving a request to complete a survey, providing the first enterprise system 
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with access to a survey foim stored in a database that is replicated at the second enterprise 
system" and cites col. 3, line 62-coll. 4, line 6; col. 10, lines 55-67; col. 11, lines 1-9; col. 
12, lines 14-16; Figure 2; in support. Referring to colxmjix 3» line 61 through column 4, 
line 6, Aycock et al. disclose a supplier interface thajt enables a supplier to ''electrotucally 
download the RFP/RFQ, which may be in the form of an executable code or a protected 
data file." Rraponsca to questions maybe '\iploaded" to the main processing system 68 
(col 1 1 , lines 3-5). Aycock et al. fail to disclose a survey form, but rather teach a 
Request for Quotation (RFQ) or Request for Proposal (RFP) (col. 1 . lines 48-49) that is 
implemented. Additionally^ Aycock et al. fiail to disclose providing the £rst enterprise 
system with access to a survey fomi stored in a database that is replicated at the second 
enterprise system. The Examiner's statement that "[djownloading data &om a database, 
which is copying the data to a local location, is essenti^ly the same function as 
replicating the date" (Office Action dated 12/22/04, page 9) is in emir. Dowrnloading 
data, a file» or document is not equivalent to database replicatian (emphasis added). 
Database replication is a process that allows multiple copies of a database to be provided 
on different servers, A "database" is not synonymoxis with a "document" (i.e,> supplier 
responses). Nor is "downloading" equivalent to **replication." 

The Examiner further states that Aycock et al. disclose receiving a request from a 
supplier to complete a supplier evaluation form, Aycock ct al. is devoid of teaching a 
specific entity requesting an evaluation form, but rather teach a ^'generation of a request 
for proposal or request for quotation (RFP/RFQ), providing the RFP/RFQ to a supplier. 
Receiving the supplier responses, and calculating a supplier compliance level. . (col. 5, 
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lines 13-1 5). The afotemcntioned listing of steps, as recited in Aycock et al., occur from 
the perspective of the qualifying enterprise (i.e., the main processing syEFtem), not the 
supplier entity. Thus, Aycock et al, does not explicitly teach receiving a request from a 
supplier, as suggested by the Examiner. 

The Examiner further states that Aycock et al. teach "^ipdating a database at the 
second enterprise system with the response data, the updating including storing the 
response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode designated by the Rrat enteiprise 
system/' The Examiner cites col, 11, lines 1-9; coL 11» line 63-cd. 12, line 13; col. 13, 
lines 55-6 1 ; Figure 3, in support. Referring to column 13, lines 55-61, Aycock et al, 
disclose "[t]he word processing-based system 104 loads the first RFP/BFQ question or 
maturity rcquiranent from the RFP/RFQ template file 102 in step 122 and displays the 
question* If there is a previously-stored vendor response file 1 06, the supplier self- 
evaluation system automatically loads the stored answer in step 124 and prompts the 
supplier whether the answer should be accepted or regected. In response to the prompt, 
the suppher will either accept the loaded answer, or will edit the answer with the . 
appropriate response." Aycock et aL is devoid of teaching storing the response data in 
one of a draft mode and a final mode. Accepting or rejecting a stored answer as taught by 
Aycock et al. is not equivalent to storing response data in one of draft mode and final 
mode. 

The Examiner further states that Aycock et al. teach 'Svherein said second 
enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool for executing product 
development and procurement activities" and cites col. 7, lines 56-59; col. 9, line 3-coL 
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10, line 67, in support, Aycock does not specifically teach a development toolkit network 
application. 

Claims 2-5, 7-14, and 16 should be patentable as depending fiom what should be 
an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 2 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subj ect matter in and 
of itself Claim 2 recites **in response to receiving a request to view a con^leted survey, 
replicating a database associated said second enterprise system resulting dom the request 
to view a completed survey; providing access to said database; displaying a list of 
siirveys, said surveys previously completed by said first enterprise system; retrieving one 
of said surveys &om said database in response to a request to view a selected survey; and 
displaying said selected survey." The Examiner cites col. 12, Une 57-col. 13, Une 14; 
Figure 3, col. 10, lines 60-67; col. 13, lines 55-61,*in support. 

As indicated above, with respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching 
database replication. For at least these reasons, claim 2 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 3 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 3 recites 'Svherein the receiving a request to complete a survey includes: 
receiving a request to select a survey type finom a list of survey type options, and 
associating said survey form with a technical representative of said second enterprise 
system." The Examiner cites coL 9, lines 3-67; Figures 2 and 3, in si^jport. There is 
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simply no teaching or suggestion in Aycock et al. of a request to select a survey type fiom 
a list of survey type options. Nor is there any teaching that the survey form is associated 
with a technical representative. For at least these reasoxts^ claim 3 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al. 

Claim 4 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 4 recites ''receiving an attached file with response data," The Examiner 
cites col 12, lines 14-67; col. 13, lines 5-12, in support. Again, there is no teaching or 
suggestion of an attached file with response data. For at least these reasons, claim 4 is not 
anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim S should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 5 recites *Svherein said storing said survey form includes storing said 
survey form in a draft mode at said second enterprise system." The Examiner cites col. 
13. Unes 55-61; Figure 3^ in support. As indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock 
et al. does not teach storing a survey from in draft mode. For at least these reasons, claim 
5 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 7 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 7 recites 'Svherein said storing said survey fonn in a final mode occurs at 
said second enterprise system." The Examiner cites col. 13, lines 5-12 and 55-6 1, in 
st^port. As indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock et aL does not teach storing 
a survey in final mode. For at least these reasons, claim 7 is not anticipated by Aycock et 
al. 

Claim 8 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
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of itself* Claim 8 recites 'Vherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
includea: transmitting a notification to a representative of said second enterprise system 
and making available said survey form to said second enterprise system/' The Examiner 
cites col. 1 1, line 63-col. 12» line 27» in support. As indicated above with respect to claim 
U Aycock et al, does not teach or suggest storing a survey form in final mode. Nor does 
Aycock teach or suggest notifying a representative of the second enterprise system (i.e., 
the qualifying enteiprise) of the survey form once stored in final mode. For at least these 
reasons^ claim 8 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 9 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 9 recites *^eceiving a request to access a stored survey form fix>m said 
database, retrieving said stored survey form fcom said database, transmitting said stored 
survey form to said first enterprise system^ said first enterprise editing said stored survey 
form, receiving edits to said stored survey form and storing said survey fonn in said 
database." The Examiner cites col. 13, lines 49-61, in support. However, Aycock et al. 
does not teach receiving a request to access a stored survey form and editing the survey 
form. For at least these reasons, claim 9 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 1 0 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 10 recites 'Vherein said editing is in a draft mode." The Examiner cites coL 
13, lines 49-61, in support. As indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. is 
devoid of teaching a draft mode. For at least these reasons, claim 10 is not anticipated by 
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Aycock ct aL 

Ckiin 1 1 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 1 1 recites *Svherein said transmitting said survey form includes 
replicating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said survey 
form as a new entry." The Examiner cites col 14, lines 9-21, in support. As indicated 
above with respect to claim 1 , Aycock et al does not teach or suggest replicating a 
database. For at least these reasons, claim 1 1 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 12 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 12 recites **wherein said storing said survey form includes storing said 
survey form in a final mode/' The Examiner cites col, 14, lines 9-21, in support. As 
indicated above with respect to claim 1, Aycock et aJ. does not teach or suggest a final 
mode for storing survey forms* For at least these reasons, claim 12 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et at 

Claim 13 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself. Claim 13 recites "wherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of said second enterprise 
system." The Exaniiner cites col, 14, lines 9-21, in support. As indicated above with 
respect to claim 1, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching or suggesting a final mode for a 
survey form. Moreover* Aycock et al. Mis to teach that the storing of the survey form 
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causes a notification to he transmitted to a representative of the second enterprise system 
(i.e., the qualifying enterprise). For at least these reasons, claim 13 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al. 

Claim 14 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itself Claim 14 recites '"wherein said communications network envirotiment includes 
an extranet;' The Examiner cites coL 10, lines 17-23; Figure 2, in support. The 
Examiner's contention that an extranet is taught by Aycock et al. is in error. There is 
simply no teaching in Aycocsk et al, of an extranet used as the communications network. 
Rather, Aycock teaches '^e business terminal system 70a tnay be remotely accessible to 
the laain processing system 68 via, for example, a communication networic 72" (col. 10, 
lines 20-23). For at least these reasons, claim 14 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 17 recites "receiving a notification by a remote user of a second enterprise 
system, said notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the notification 
generated in response to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier survey; 
wherein the designator is assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to access a replicated database associated with said second 
enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier survey; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 

providing access to said replicated database; 

displaying said supplier survey; 
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evaluating supplier input entered into the supplier survey; 

providing evaluation reaults into a remote device operated by said remote user; and 
storing said data; 

wherein said enterprise system includes a development tooDrit network tool for 
executing product development and procurement activities." 

Claim 17 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. at least fot the reasons advanced 
above with respect to claim 1. Claims 20-23 should be patentable as depending fcom 
what should be an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 20 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 20 recites "wherein said rephcatcd database resides on a remote device." As 
indicated above, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching or suggesting database replication. For 
at least these reasons, claim 20 is not anticipated by Aycock et aL 

Claim 23 should also be allowable aa setting forth patentable subject matter in and 
of itselt Claim 23 recites **whercin said entering said data includes rating said supplier 
survey, and wherein said rating includes providing markings to said survey^ said markingB 
designating a preferred status." The Examiner cites Abstract; col. 2, line 60-coi. 3, line 
35; coL 6, line 55-coi. 7, line 13, in support. Aycock et al. does not teach or suggest 
providing maikings to a survey designating a preferred status. For at least th^e reasons, 
claim 23 is not anticipated by Aycock. 

Claim 26 recites ''receiving a request to access a database associated with an 
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enterprise system by a remote user; 

ButhentLcatLng a user ID and a password of said remote user; 
replicating said database to a second database of said enterprise system; 
providing access to said second database; 

receiving a request for a technology menu» said menu comprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting said technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a display of technology sub-types fcom said at least one 
technology type; 

receiving said display via said network wherein said technology sub-types include at 
least one technology &mily; 

receiving a request for data coiresponding to said at least one technology family; and 

transmittitxg said data corresponding to said at least one technology family; wherein 
said data includes at least one technology supplier; and 

wherein further, said enterprise system includes a development toolkit 
network tool for executing product development and procurement functions." 

Claim 26 is not anticipated by Aycock et al, for at least the reasons advanced above 
with respect to claim 1 . Notwithstanding, Aycock et al., does not teach or suggest receiving 
a request for a technology menu. Nor does Ayco ck et al. teach a technology type provided by 
the menu. Nor does Aycock et al. teach or suggest a request for display of technology sub- 
types from said at least one technology type, nor that the technology sub-types include at 
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least one technology family. For at least these reasons, claim 26 isnot anticipated by Aycock 
etal. 

Claims 27-36 should be patentable as depending from what should be an allowable 
independent claim. 

Clahn 37 is not anticipated by Aycook et al. Claims 38-47 should be patentable as 
depending from what should be an allowable independent claim 37. 

Claim 3 8 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subj ect matter in and of 
itself Claim 38 recites *Vherein a finont end database is stored in said first data storage 
device." Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a front end database stored in a fiiat data storage 
device. For al least these reasons, claim 38 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 39 should abo be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself* Claim 39 recites 'Svherein an engineering notebook database is stored in said first data 
storage device." Aycock ct al . is devoid of teaching an engineering notebook database. For at 
least these reasons, claim 39 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 40 shoxild also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 40 recites 'Svherein a technology survey database is stored in said second data 
storage device." Aycock etal. is devoid ofteaching a technology survey database. For at 
least these reasons, claim 40 is not anticipated by Aycock et al 

Claim 41 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself Claim 41 recites "front end database is replicated to a remote network device." 
Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a front end database. Aycock et al. is also devoid of 
teaching database replication. For at least these reasons, claim 41 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al. 

Claim 42 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 42 recites 'Svherein said engineering notebook database is rephcated to a 
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remote network device," Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching an cngmeering notebook 
database Aycock ct al. is also devoid of teaching database replication. For at least these 
reasons, claim 42 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 43 should also be allov^able as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 43 recites *Vherein said technology survey database is replicated to a remote 
network device over an extranet network connection." Aycock et al, is devoid of teaching a 
technology survey database* Aycock et al. is also devoid of teaching database replication. 
Morever, Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching an extranet. For at least these reasons, claim 43 
is not anticipated by Aycock et aL 

Claim 44 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 44 recites "wherein said front end application includes a technology selector 
application/' Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a front end application that includes a 
technology selector application. For at least these reasons, claim 44 is not anticipated by 
Aycock et al 

Claim 45 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 45 recites "wherein said engineering notebook application includes a road maps 
application." Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching an engineering notebook application. 
Aycock et al, is further devoid of teaching a roadmaps application. For at least these reasons, 
claim 45 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 46 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
itself. Claim 46 recites *Svherein said technology surveys database includes a supplier 
comparison application.'* Aycock et aL is devoid of teaching a technology surveys database. 
Aycock et al. is further devoid of teaching a supplier comparison application. For at least 
these reasons, claim 46 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 



Claim 47 should also be allowable as setting forth patentable subject matter in and of 
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itself- Claim 47 recites **techrLology surveys database includes a supplier technology survey 
application/' Aycock et al. is devoid of teaching a supplier technology survey f^IicatioiL 
For at least these reasons, claim 47 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claim 48 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications networit environment. The program code includes instructions for 
performing a method substantially similar to that recited in claim 1 . For at least this 
reason, claim 48 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claims 49-52, 54-16, and 63 should be patentable as depending from what should 
be an allowable independent claim. 

Claim 64 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for &cilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment. The program code includes instructions for 
performing a method substantially similar to that recited in claim 17 . For at least this 
reason, claim 64 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

Claims 67-70 should be patentable as depending from what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 

Claim 73 recites a storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer 
program code for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
communications network environment. The program code incluides instructions for 
performing a method substantially similar to that recited in claim 26. For at least this 
reason^ claim 73 is not anticipated by Aycock et al. 
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Claims 74-83 should be patentable as depending from what should be an 
allowable indepmdent claim. 

Claims 84 and 85 recite a method and storage medium, respectively, for fecilitating 
product development and procurement functions in a communications network environment. 
Themetfiod comprises ''receiving product data and technical mformation from a plurality of 
supplier entities via a supplier survey database, the supplier survey database repKcated for 
each of the plurality of supplier entities; 

associating the product data and technology inforniation with aprocurcment specialist 
and providing the procurement specialist with access to the product data and technical 
information for analysis; 

receiving results of the analysis from the procurement specialist, the results including 
preferred technology recommendations and preferred supplier recommendations; 

integrating the product development and technical information with the results and 
with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadm^ guide; and 

providing a development engineer with access to the technical roadmap guide." 

For at least the reasons advanced above with respect to claims 1,17, 26, 37, 64, and 
73, claims 84 and 85 are not anticipated by Aycock et al. 

ReiectiOD of Claims IS, 18, 37> 62, 65 

Claims 15, 18, 37, 62, and 65 have been rejected as being allegedly unpatentable 
over Aycock et al. 
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Claim 15 should be patentable as being dependent upon what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 

Claim 18 should be patentable as being dependent upon what should be an 
allowable mdependent claim. Claim 18 should also be allowable as setting forth 
patentable subject matter in and of itself. Claim 18 recites *'wherein said receiving said 
notification is via an electronic mail/* The Examiner concedes that Aycock does not 
disclose this feature but contends that such feature would have been obvious to one of 
skill in the art As indicated above* Aycock et al. fails to teach notifications. 
Accordingly, it would not have been obvious to modify Aycock to implement 
notifications by email, as the Examiner suggests. For at least these reasons, claim 1 8 is 
patentable over Aycock et al. 

Claim 37 ia not anticipated by Aycock et al. for at least the reasons advanced above 
with respect to claim 1, Qaim 37 recites "[a] system for facilitating product development 
and procurement functions in a network environment, comprising: 

a host system including a web server, an applications server, and a database server; 

a first data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a second data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a development toolkit network application being executed by said host system; 

a firewall in communication with said host system; 

a workstation; and 
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a computer network connecting tlie host system to the workstation; 
wherein the development toolkit network application performs: 

in response to receiving arequest ftom the workstation to complete a survey, 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the secotid enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating the second database with the response data, the updating including storing 
the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise 
system." 

Claim 62 is patentable as being dependent upon what should be an allowable 
independent claim. Claim 65 is patentable as being dependent upon what should be an 
allowable independent claim. 



HVIDENCR APPENDIX 
None 

RRT.ATED PT^OCEEDINr iS APPENDIX 
None 
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CONCLUSION 

fci view of the foregoing, it is urged that the final rejection of claims 1-5, 7-18, 20- 
23, 26-52, 54-65, 67-70 and 73-85 be overturned. The final rejection is in error and 
should he reversed. The fee set forth in 37 CFR 41.20(b)(2) is enclosed herewith. If 
there are any additional charges with respect to this Appeal Brie^ or otherwise, please 
charge them to Deposit Account No. 50-0510 maintained by Appellants* assignee, 

Resp^tfully submitted, 

ROBERT D. HAYES, ET AL. 



Date: October 17, 2005 



By:ini 



J. Dubi|c 



MarisaJ. Dubi|c 
Registration No. 46,673 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 Griffin Road South 
BloomfiBld. CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-011 S 
Customer No. 48915 
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CLAIM APPENDIX 

L A method for facilitating product development atd procurement functions in a 
oommunxcations network environment, comprising: 

receiving a request fiom a first enterprise system to contact a web site maintained by 
a second enterprise system; 

said second enterprise system authenticating a user ID and password of a user of said 
first enterprise system; 

in response to receiving a request to complete a survey, providing the first enterprise 
system with access to a survey form stored in a database that is replicated at the second 
enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating a database at the second enterprise system with the r^onse data, the 
updating including storing the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode 
desigjiated by the first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enterprise system includes a development toolkit network 
tool for executing product development and procurement activities. 

2. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

in response to receiving a request to view a completed survey, replicating a 
database associated said second enterprise system resulting &om the request to view a 
completed survey; 

providing access to said database; 
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displaying a list of surveysj, said surveys previously completed by said first entoprise 

system; 

retrieving one of said surveys from said database in response to a request to view a 
selected survey; and 

displaying said selected survey, 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving a request to complete a survey 
includes: 

receiving a request to select a survey type from a Ust of survey type options; 
and 

associating said survey form wdth a technical representative of said second enterprise 

system. 

4. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
receiving an attached file with said response data. 

5* The me&od of claim 1» wherein said storing said survey form in a draft mode 
occurs at said second enterprise system. 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherein said storing said survey form a final mode occurs 
at daid second enterprise system. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein said storing said survey form in said final mode 
includes: 

transmitting a notification to a representative of said second enterprise system; and 
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making available said survey fonn to said second enterprise system. 

9, The method of claim 3, flirther comprising: 

receiving a request to access a stored survey form from said database; 
retrieving said stored survey fomi from said database; 

transmitting said stored survey form to said first enterprise sj^em, said first 
enterprise editing said stored survey fonn; 

receiving edits to said stored survey form; and 

storing said survey form in said database. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherdn said editing is in a draft mode* 

The method of claim 9, whereitx said transmitting said survey form includes 
replicating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said survey form 
as a new entry, 

12. The method of claim 9, wherein said storing said survey form includes storing 
said survey form in a final mode. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein said storing said siMvey form in said final mode 
causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of said second enterprise system. 

14. The method of claim 1, wherein said communications network environment 
includes an extranet. 

15. The method of claim 1, wherein said authenticating said user ID and said 
password is accomplished via a firewall. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 , wherein said user is a suppli^, 
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1 7, A method for facilitating product development and procurement functions in 
a commimications network enviromnent, comprising: 

receiving a notification by a remote user of a second eaterprise system, said 
notifi cation including data relating to a supplier survey, the notification generated in response 
to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier survey; wherein the designator is 
assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to access a replicated database associated with said second 
enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier survey; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 

providing access to said replicated database; 

displaying said supplier survey; 

evaluating supplier input entered into the supplier survey; 

providing evaluation results into a remote device operated by said remote user; and 
storing said data; 

wherein said enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool 
for executing product development and procurement activities, 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein said receiving said notification is via an 
electronic mail. 

. 19. (Cancelled). 

20. The method of claim 17, wherein said replicated database resides on a remote 

device, 
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21 . The method of claim 17, wherein said entering said data includes providing 
feedback information to a supplier^ said supplier associated with said supplier survey. 

22. The method of claim 17, wherein said entering said data includes rating said 
supplier survey, 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein said rating includes providing markings to 
said survey, said markinga designating a preferred status. 

24. (Cancelled). 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. A method for facilitating product development and procurement flinctions in a 
communications network environment, comprising: 

receiving a request to access a database associated with an enterprise system by a 
remote user; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user; 
replicating said database to a second database of aaid enterprise system; 
providing access to said second database; 

receiving a request for a technology menu, said menu comprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting said technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a display of technology sub-types from said at least one 
technology type; 

receiving said display via said network wherein said teclmology sub-types include at 
least one technology family; 
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receiving a request fer data corresponding to said at least one technology family; and 

transmitting said data corresponding to said at least one technology family; wherein 
said data includes at least one technology supplier; and 

wherein further, said enterprise system includes a development toolkit 
network tool for executing product development and procurement functions, 

27» The method of claim 26, wherein said technology menu, said technology types, 
and said technology suh-lypes are retrievable from a first database. 

28. The method of claim 26, wherein said data corresponding to said at least one 
technology family is retrievable Scorn a second database. 

29. The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

receiving a request for data corresponding to said at least one technology supplier, 
said data including an item from said supplier technology comparison hst; and 

transmitting a technology survey response, 

30. The method of 29, wherein said technology survey response is rated, said survey 
including preferredness designations. 

31. The method of claim 30, wherein said designations are provided by a 
procurement engineer of said enterprise system. 

32. The method of 29, wherein said technology survey response is not rated. 

33. The method of claim 26, further comprising: 

transmitting a hypertext hnk from said technology survey response, said hnk 
corresponding to a supplier*s web site. 

34. The method of claim 26, wherein said providing access to said database includes 
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replicating said database to a second database. 

35. Hie method of claim 26» wherein said request for said data is itdtiated by a 
development engineer of said second enterprise system. 

36. The method of claim 26, wherein said communications network environment is 
an intranet. 

37. A system for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
network envitonmmt^ comprising: 

a host system including a web server, an applications server, and a database server; 

a first data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a second data storage device in communication with said host system; 

a development toolkit network application being executed by said host system; 

a firewall in communication with said host system; 

a workstation; and 

a computer network connecting the host system to the workstation; 

wherein the development toolkit netwoik application performs: 

in response to receiving a request from the workstation to complete a survey^ 
providing the workstation with access to a survey form stored in a database associated with 
the second storage device, the database replicated at the second enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating the second database with the response data, the updating including storing 
the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode designated by the first enterprise 
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system. 



38. The system of claim 37, wherein a front end database is stored in said fixBt data 
storage device. 

39- The system of claim 37, wherein an engineering notebook database is stored in 
said £ist data storage deivice. 

40. The system of claim 37, wherein a technology survey database is stored in said 
second data storage device. 

4 1 . The system o f claim 3 8, wherein said front end database i s replicated to a remote 
network device. 

42. The system of claim 39, wherein said engineering notebook database is replicated 
to a remote network device. 

43 . The system of claim 40, wherein said technology survey database is replicated to 
a remote network device over an extranet network connection. 

44. The system of claim 3 8, wherein said front end application includes a technology 
selector application. 

45 . The system of claim 39, wherein said engineering notebook application includes 
a road maps application. 

46. The system of claim 40> wherein said technology survcj^ database includes a 
supplier comparison application. 

47. The system of claim 40, wherein said technology surveys database includes a 
supplier technology survey application. 
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4S. A Storage medium encoded with machin^readable computer program code for 
facilitating product development and procurement functions in a communications network 
environment, including a first enterprise system and a second enterprise system, tlie storage 
medium including instructions for causing said second enterprise system to implement a 
method, comprising: 

receiving a request from a first enterprise system to contact a web site maintained by 
a second enterprise system; 

said second enterprise system authenticating a user ID and password of a user of said 
first enterprise system; 

in response to receiving a request to complete a survey, providing said first enterprise 
system with access to a survey form stored in a database that is replicated at the second 
enterprise system; 

receiving response data solicited in the survey form; and 

updating a database at the second enterprise system with the response data, the 
updating including storing the response data in one of a draft mode and a final mode 
designated by the first enterprise system; 

wherein said second enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool 
for facilitating communication between said first enterprise and said second enterprise, and 
wherein further^ said development toolkit network tool executes product development and 
procurement activities. 

49, The storage medium of claim 48, further comprising instructions for causing said 
second enterprise system to implement: 

in response to receiving a request to view a completed survey, replicating a database 
associated with said second enterprise system resulting form the request to view a completed 
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survey; 

providing access to said database; 

displaying a list of surveys, said surveys previously completed by said first enterprise 

system: 

retrieving one of said surveys firom said database in response to a request to view a 
selected survey; and 

displaying said selected survey. 

50. The storage medium of clainfi 48, wherein the receiving a request to complete a 
survey includes: 

receiving a request to select a survey type from a list of survey type options; 
and 

a&sociating said survey form with a technical representative of said second enteiprise 

system. 

5 1 . The storage medium of claim 48» further comprising instructions for causing said 
second enterprise system to implement: 

receiving an attached file with said response data. 

52. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said storing said survey form in adraft 
mode occurs at said second enterprise system. 

53. (Cancelled) 

54. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said storing said survey form in a final 
mode occurs at said second enterprise system* 
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55. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said storing said survey form in said 
final mode includes: 

transmitting a notification to a representative of said second enterprise system; and 
making said survey form available to said second enterprise system* 

56. The storage medium of claim 50, further comprising instructions for causingsaid 
second etitexprise system to implement: 

receiving a request to access a stored survey form from said database; 

retrieving said stored survey fomi from said database; 

transmitting said stored survey fomi to said fust enterprise system, said first 
enterprise system editing said stored survey form; 

receiving edits to said stored survey fona; and 

storing said survey form in said database* 

57* The storage medium of claim 56, wherein said editing is in a draft mode. 

58. The storage medium of claim 56, wherein said transmitting said survey form 
includes replicating said database to said second enterprise system and designating said 
survey form as a new entry. 

59. The storage medium of claim 56, wherein said storing said survey fomi includes 
storing said survey fomi in a final mode. 

60. The storage medium of claim 59» wherein said storing said survey form in said 
final mode causes a notification to be transmitted to a representative of said second enterprise 
system, 

61. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said communications notworic 
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environment includes an extranet. 

62. The storage medium of claitn 48, wherein said authenticating said user ID and 
said password is accomplished via a firewall. 

63. The storage medium of claim 48, wherein said user is a supplier. 

64. A stor^e medium encoded with machine-readable computer program code for 
facilitating product development and procurement functions in a commxmioations network 
environment, the storage medium including instructions for causing an enterprise system to 
implement a method, comprising: 

receiving a notification by a remote user of a second enterprise system, said 
notification including data relating to a supplier survey, the notification generated in response 
to an assignment of a final mode designator to the supplier survey; wherein the desigaator is 
assigned by a first enterprise system; 

receiving a request to access a replicated database associated with said second 
enterprise system, said replicated database storing said supplier survey; 

authenticating a user ID and a password of said remote user, 

providing access to said replicated database; 

displaying said supplier survey; 

evaluating supplier mput entered into the supplier survey; 

providing evaluation result into a remote device operated by said remote user, and 
storing said data; 

wherein said enterprise system includes a development toolkit network tool 
for executing product development and procurement activities. 
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65. The storage medium of claim 64, wherein said receiving said notification is via 
an electronic mail. 

66. (Cancelled). 

67. The storage medium of claim 64, wherein said replicated database resides on a 
remote device. 

68. The storage medium of claim 64, wherein said entering said data includes 
providing feedback information to a supplier, said supplier associated with said supplier 
survey. 

69. The storage medium of claim 64» wherein said entering said data includes rating 
said supplier survey. 

70. The storage medium of claim 69, wherein said rating includes providing 
markings to said survey, said markings designating a preferred status. 

71- (Cancelled). 

72. (CanceUed). 

73 . A storage medium encoded with machine-readable computer program code for 
facilitating product development and procurement functions in a commimications network 
environment, including a first enterprise system and a second enterprise system, the storage 
medium including instructions for causing said second enterprise sj'stcm to implement a 
method, comprising: 

receiving a request to access a database associated with an enterprise system by a 
remote user; 

authenticating a user ED and a password of said remote user; 
replicating said database to a second database of said enterprise system; 
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providing access to said second database; 

receiving a request for a technology menu, said menu comprising at least one 
technology type; 

transmitting said technology menu via said network; 

receiving a request for a display of technology sub-types from said at least one 
technology type; 

receiving said display via said network wherein said technology sub-types include at 
least one technology family; 

receiving a request for data conresponding to said at least one technology family; and 

transmitting said data corresponding to said at least one technology family; wherein 
said data includes at least one technology supplier; and 

wherein further, said enterprise system includes a development toolkit 
network tool fox executing product development and procurement functions. 

74. The storage medium of claim 73, wherein said technology menu, said technology 
types, and said technology sub-types are retrievable from a first database. 

75 . The storage medium of claim 73 , wherein said data corresponding to said at least 
one technology family is retrievable ftom a second database. 

76. The storage medium of claim 73, further comprising instructions for causing said 
enterprise system to implement: 

requesting data corresponding to said at least one technology supplier^ said data 
including an item firom said supplier technology comparison list; and 

viewing a technology survey response. 
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77. The storage medium of claim 76 wherein said technology survey response is 
rated, said survey including picferredness designations. 

78- The storage medium of claim 77 wherein said designations are provided by a 
procurement engineer of said second enterprise system. 

79. The storage medium of claim 77 wherein said technology survey response is 
unrated. 

80. The storage medium of claim 73, further comprising instructions for causing said 
enterprise system to implement; 

providing a hypertext link ftom said technology survey response, said link 
corresponding to a supplier's web site. 

81. The storage medium of claim 73» wherein said storing said data includes 
replicating databases of said networic system. 

82. The storage medium of claim 73, wherein said requesting said data and viewing 
said supplier survey response is initiated by a development engineer of said second enterprise 
system. 

83. The storage mediimi of claim 73 ^ wherein said communications network 
environment is an intranet 

84. A method for facilitating product development and procurement functions in a 
commimicationB network environment, comprising: 

receiving product data and technical infonnation from a plurality of supplier entities 
via a supplier survey database^ the supplier survey database replicated for each of the 
phirahty of suppher entities; 

associating the product data and technology information with a procurement specialist 

YOR9200t)Oj03USl 
127-0006 



PA(£4«46*RCVDAT 10117/200510:32:34 AM [Eastern Dayli^^^ 



Oct 17 2005 10:37flM CfiNTOR COLBURN LLP 



86028601 15 



p, 46 



and providing the procxirement specialist with access to the product data and technical 
infonnation for analysis; 

receiving results of the analysis from the procurement specialist, the results including 
preferred technology recommendations and preferred supplier recommendations; 

integrating the product development and technical information with the results and 
with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap guide; and 

providixig a development engineer with access to the technical roadmap guide. 

85. A storage medium encoded with machine-readable program code for facilitating product 
development and procurement functions in a communications network enviromnent, the 
program code including instructions for causing a host system to implement a method, 
conrprising: 

receiving product data and technical information from a plurality of supplier entities 
via a suppliecr survey database, the supplier survey database replicated for each of the 
plurality of supplier entities; 

associating the product data and technology information with aprocurement specialist 
and providing the procurement specialist with access to the product data and technical 
infomiation for analysis; 

receiving results of the analysis from the procurement specialist, the results including 
preferred technology recommendations and prefiared supplier recommendations; 

integrating the product development and technical information with the results and 
with a parts repository resulting in a technical roadmap guide; and 

providing a development engineer with access to the technical roadnaap guide. 
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